NEW HEAD FOR C.W.S.— The Reverend R. 
Norris Wilson (left foreground) has been chosen 
the new Director of Church World Service to 
succeed Dr. Wynn Fairfield who retires January 1, 
1955. Mr. Wilson will become Acting Director 
on September 1. Other leaders pictured with him 
during a recent European conference on inter- 
church aid are, left to right, Dr. Paul B. Freeland, 
Dr. Wayland Zwayer, Dr. Reginald H. Helfferich, 
Mr. Roland Elliott, Dr. Paul C. Empie, 
Dusan Schukletovich. 
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POST-EVANSTON TEAM 


An ecumenical team of five persons who have 
been delegates to the Second Assembly will 
visit twelve American cities during late Sep- 
tember and October, under the auspices of the 
National Council of Churches. They are: Rajah 
B. Manikam, who since 1951 has been serving 
as a “roving ambassador” in East Asia for the 
World Council and the International Missionary 
Council (also Mrs. Manikam); Philip Potter, 
a Methodist minister at Cap Haitien, Haiti, 
Chairman of the World Council of Churches 
Youth Department; Mrs. James D. Wyker, 
President of the National Council’s General 
Department of United Church Women; Bishop 
Elis Gideon Gulin, Bishop of Tampere in 
Finland, especially interested in missions in 
industrial plants; Charles P. Taft, lawyer and 
labor consultant, Chairman of the Department 
of Church and Economic Life of the NCC. 

Cities to be visited are: Washington, Phila- 
delphia, Cleveland, Buffalo, Pittsburgh, Detroit, 
Indianapolis, St. Louis, Tulsa, Seattle, Oakland 


and Los Angeles. 
* * * 


We announce with deepest regret the death 
on Wednesday, June 16, of Dr. Henry Carpen- 
ter, Executive Secretary of the Brooklyn Divi- 
sion of the Protestant Council of the City of 
New York, good friend of the World Council 
of Churches and vigorous advocate of the 
ecumenical movement. 


WORSHIP AT EVANSTON 


A great “Festival of Faith” will be held at 
Soldier Field, Chicago, on Sunday evening, 
August 15—the opening night of the Second 
Assembly. A hundred thousand people are ex- 
pected to attend this great worship service, 
which will use music, light and pageantry to 
dramatize the gospel story of creation, redemp- 
tion and salvation. The churches of greater 
Chicago have assumed responsibility for this 
“Festival,” and are sparing no effort to make 
it a memorable event in the spiritual lives of all 
who attend. 


Another dramatic worship pageant will be 
oe at McGaw Hall on Sunday evening, 
August 22, to tell the story of the world’s needs 
—old and new—in this year 1954, of the serv- 
ices rendered by the World Council's Depart- 
ment of Interchurch Aid and Service to Refu- 
gees, and to show what those services can mean 
in the lives of those who give and those who 
receive. 


Daily worship will be of the essence at the 
Assembly. All the presidents will take part in 
the opening worship service on Sunday morn- 
ing, August 15, at the First Methodist Church. 
This service will be built around the Scripture 
passages of Isaiah 53 and Philippians 2:1-11. 
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Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam will preach th 
sermon. Churches everywhere have been aske 
to participate in this service by using some ¢ 
the same hymns, scripture, and prayers that @ 

being used at Evanston. (Packet available, 25¢¢ 

Daily morning worship services will be ba 

on I Peter, sometimes referred to as “the Gospa 
of Hope.” These services are planned “to sho 
something of the rich variety in the tradition « 
liturgy and worship of the many memba 
churches.” Each day will also close with worshig 


U 
All those participating in the Assembly aq 
invited to take part in the Communion Servic 
which will be held August 22, in accordane 
with the order of the Methodist Church. Oth 
communion services will be held on followir 
days in accordance with Anglican, Church « 
South India, Lutheran and Orthodox orders « 
worship. 


A general service of preparation for Ho 
Communion will be conducted by Dr. E. uf 
Payne of the Baptist Union of Great Brita 
and Ireland, Chairman of Worship. 


The First Methodist Church will present 
series of vesper organ recitals by national] 
known organists at 5 p.m. each week day afte 
noon. 


An exhibit, “The Ecumenical Movement in 
he Twentieth Century,” in memory of Dean 
Willard L. Sperry, was set up at Andover- 
arvard Theological ere ok - Rev. Lonnie 


the e Chattanooga Tia urging ee to “imag- 
themselves at Evanston, and join in a 
ligious forum through the “Letters to the 
Ec itor” column. . Bay County (Michigan) 
ouncil of Churches heard about the Assembly 
at their annual pot-luck dinner (a theological 
pot pourri?). . . . The Evanston “Committee 
of One Hundred” (now 300) charged with 
local preparations for the Assembly, held a 
paratory service of worship and prayer... . 
oo, Albany (California) Council, as a 


ted study outlines, expecting discussion par- 
ticipants to do advance “home-work.” Feet 
Paul’s Episcopal Church, Newport, Arkansas, 
aeduled six seven-minute radio presentations 
of the sub-themes, to arouse community interest 
in their “Little Evanston” meetings. .. . Indiana 
Council “previewed” the Assembly when the 
youth of forty churches impersonated the com- 
ng delegates, reading reports, electing officers, 
Iding debates. . . Scarritt College used photo 
displays on various parts of the campus, devoted 


These Too, Are Part of the Assembly 


their chapel talks for a week to the themes, 
followed by Interseminary Movement discus- 
sion groups, also invited delegates and faculty 
from neighboring colleges to a forum meeting 

. Brighton Presbyterian Church, Rochester, 
N.Y., translated the themes into six key words 
for sermon topics: Hope, Win, Brothers, Work, 
Peace, Communion. . . . St. Paul’s Council set 
up an Assembly speakers’ bureau for their com- 


munity and this could go on .. . and 
Onl foes and Ono se 6 
* * * 
The Rey. Robert S. Bilheimer, Executive 


Secretary for the Assembly, was honored with- 
in a week with Doctor of Divinity degrees 
from Butler University and Chicago Theologi- 
cal Seminary. 


EVANSTON SCENES (at bottom of page): 


1. First Methodist Church — where opening 
worship service will be held on August 15. 

2. McGaw Hall—where plenary sessions will 
be held. 

3. Deering Library—where Northwestern Uni- 
versity will have its own ecumenical history dis- 
play. 

4. Scott Hall—where accredited visitors pro- 
gram will be held in Cahn Auditorium. 


Junior Ecumenical Prophets 


These children from an Evanston Sunday 
School held a special worship service built 
around the World Council Assembly which 
will meet in their city in August. They 
invited parents. As part of their service 
they used this prayer: 

Our Father, help all nations to work to- 
gether to keep peace throughout the world. 
Help all nations to live in the way Jesus 
taught—loving our neighbors; sharing what 
we own, settling disagreements in a peaceful 
way without fighting; remembering that 
every human being in all the world is im- 
portant to Thee. Help us, as boys and girls, 
to live now in the way of Jesus so that when 
we are older, we may work with other men 
and women to guide the nations in Jesus’ 


way of peace. Amen. 


World Council of Churches 
ROOM 1005 

156 Fifth Avenue 

New York 10, N. Y. 
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THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-mont 
bulletin published by the United States Conferen 
of the World Council of Churches, 156 F 
Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Elsie Thor 
Culver, Secretary for Public Relations, editor. 
Council unites 161 Anglican, Orthodox an 
Protestant communions in 48 countries. Neithe 
the COURIER nor the World Council of Ch ha 
is responsible for opinions quoted in its columns 
Bo 347 | 
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i 
Senior Ecumenical Prophet | 


The Rey. H. C. Tucke: 
96, a missionary i. 
Brazil for 61 year 
and now retired a 
Media, Pa., is an en 
thusiastic reader « 
both the ECUMENIC A/ 
CouRTER and EcuM 
NICAL PRESS SERVIC 


» 
to which he has sub 
scribed for many ye; . 
! 


* * * 

Many overseas Assembly representatives, a: 
ready in this country, have been speaking 
American churches and universities. A numbe 
of them have received honorary degrees ; 
Spring commencement exercises. : 

Among early arrivals in the United State 
are two W.C.C, presidents, Archbishop Athena 
goras (Cavados) and Bishop Eivind Berggrad 


available to papers which wish to publish 
“column” on the Assembly. Write W.C.C 
is hy Go 


of Norway. , 
* * * 
A series of 12 articles (650 words each) 
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issembly Consultants 
‘om the U.S.A. 


Fifty-one Americans are among the outstanding 
wld churchmen named as consultants to the 
cond Assembly of the W.C.C. The 150 con- 
tants named are in addition to the 600 dele- 
tes and 600 accredited visitors being sent to 
vanston by the 161 member churches of the 
orld Council. These consultants are outstand- 
ministers, theological professors and laymen— 
e of the best known “names” in the church 
orld, invited to participate in the Assembly 
ecause of special competence in relation to the 
es or “concerns” which will be the focus of 
mbly discussions. They will have an important 
in drafting the “Message to the Churches” 
be issued during the final days of the Assembly. 


Here is the list of consultants: 


Leila Anderson, Asso. Gen. Sec. for Program, 

mew.G., N.Y.C. 

r. Paul Anderson, Asso. Exec. Sec., International 
Committee of the YMCA, N.Y.C. 

ey. Charles Arbuthnot, Field Admin., Presbyterian 
Bd. of Foreign Missions, N.Y.C. 

ishop James C. Baker, Member, W.C.C. Central 

Committee, San Marino, Cal. 

iss Lilace Reid Barnes, Pres., World’s YWCA., 

Home: Lake Forest, Ill. 

ey. Edwin C. Bell, Rep. in Europe of American 
Baptist Foreign Mission Society, Zurich, Switzer- 

land. 

[rs. J. D. Bragg, Member, Council on World Service 
and Finance, Methodist Church, Home: St. Louis, 
Mo. 

rof. Robert L. Calhoun, Yale Divinity School, New 

| Haven, Conn. 

Dr. Edgar M. Carlson, Pres., Gustavus Adolphus 

_ College, St. Peter, Minn. 

Mr. Elmer T. Clark, Sec., World Methodist Council, 

_ Lake Junaluska, N.C. 

Mr. Tilford E. Dudley, Asst. Dir. CIO, Political 
Action Committee, Washington, D.C. 

Dr. Paul C. Empie, Exec. Dir., National Lutheran 
Council, N.Y.C. 

>rof. Winfred E. Garrison, University of Houston, 
Texas. 

Miss Henrietta Gibson, Treas., Woman's Div. of 
Christian Service, Bd. of Missions, Methodist 

memirch, N-Y.C. 

Mr. L. W. Goebel, Member, W.C.C. Central Com- 
mittee, Itasca, Ill. 

Dr. Frank P. Graham, UN Rep. in India and Paki- 
stan, IN.Y.C. 

Mr. Shirley E. Greene, 
Union, Merom, Ind. 
Dr. Perry E. Gresham, Pres., Bethany College, W. Va. 
dr. Cameron P. Hall, Exec. Dir., Dept. on the Church 

and Economic Life, N.C.C., N.Y.C. 
Yr. Georgia Harkness, Prof., Pacific School of Re- 
ligion, Berkeley, Cal. 


Sec., National Farmers’ 


Prof. Walter Horton, Oberlin College, Ohio. 

Mrs. Clarence P. Jackson, Vice Pres., N.C.C., Home: 
Louisville, Ky. 

Dr. James A. James, Retired Dean, Graduate School, 
Northwestern University, Evanston, III. 

Dr. F. Ernest Johnson, Research, N.C.C., N.Y.C. 

Prof. Taito Almar Kantonen, Hamma _ Divinity 
School, Springfield, Ohio. 

Dr. Charles T. Leber, Gen. Sec., Presbyterian (U.S.A.) 
Bd. of Foreign Missions, N.Y.C. 

Dr. Henry Smith Leiper, Exec. Sec., Missions Council, 
Congregational Christian Churches, N.Y.C. 

Dr. Thomas B. Lugg, Exec. Sec., Council on World 
Service and Finance, Methodist Church. Home: 
Chicago, Ill. 

Mrs. W. Murdoch MacLeod, Gen. Dir., United Church 
Women, N.C.C., N.Y.C. 

Dr. Foster G. McGaw, Pres., American Hospital Sup- 
ply Corp., Home: Evanston, Ill. 

Dr. A. C. McGiffert, Jr., Pres., Chicago Theological 
Seminary, Il. 

Dr. E. T. McSwain, Dean, School of Education, 
Northwestern University, Evanston, IIl. 

Prof. Paul S. Minear, Andover-Newton Theological 
Seminary, Mass. 

Dr. Glenn W. Moore, Sec., Gen. Council, Presby- 
terian Church (U.S.A.), N.Y.C. 

Dean Walter G. Muelder, Boston University School 
of Theology, Mass. 

Mr. L. Melvin Nelson, Rep., American Baptist Con- 
vention, Home: Evanston, Ill. 

Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, Union Theological Seminary, 
INEYAG 

Mr. Eric M. North, Sec., American Bible Society, 
INGYEG 

Mr. Mateo F. Occena, Sec. for the Philippines, Thai- 
land and Indonesia, Bd. of Foreign Missions, Pres- 
byterian Church (U.S.A.), N.Y.C. 

Dr. Nathan M. Pusey, Pres., Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Mr. Noel Sargent, Sec., National Asso. of Manufac- 
turers, N.Y.C. 

Dr. Francis B. Sayre, Rep. for Episcopal Church to 
Japan, Home: Washington, D.C. 

Dr. Eugene L. Smith, Gen. Exec. Sec., Div. of World 
Missions, Methodist Church, N.Y.C. 

Mr. Richard C. Smith, Dir., Student Field Service, 
San Francisco Theological Seminary, Cal. 

Bishop John S. Stamm, Member, W.C.C. Central 
Committee, Harrisburg, Penn. 

Prof. George F. Thomas, Princeton University, N.J. 

Prof. L. J. Trinterud, McCormick Theological Semi- 
nary, Ill. 

Mrs. Mae Yoho Ward, Exec. Sec. for Latin America, 
Disciples of Christ, Indianapolis, Ind. 

Mrs. T. O. Wedel, Member, W.C.C. Committee on 
Life and Work of Women in the Church, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

Dr. Abdel R. Wentz, Lutheran Theological Seminary, 
Penn. 

Dr. Henry J. Whiting, Dir., Dept. of World Service, 
Lutheran World Federation, Geneva, Switzerland. 
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WHY EVANSTON MATTERS 


An editorial by Samuel McCrea Cavert 


At a time when mankind is so deeply sun- 
dered that hopes for “one world” are met with 
cynicism or despair, Christians from every con- 
tinent and from most of the nations of the earth 
are coming together in Evanston in August. 
In spite of all the influences that separate them 
—cultural, social, political, economic, and racial, 
as well as theological and ecclesiastical—they 
are meeting as members of one fellowship in 
Christ which lies at a deeper level than all the 
differences. 

There really is such a thing today as a world- 
wide Christian community. In this fact is found 
the basic significance of the Evanston Assembly. 
If it were just another meeting of an interna- 
tional organization it would not be worth all 
the attention that it is receiving. The prayers 
of Christian people everywhere are centered 
around Evanston because the World Council 
is a visible symbol of a newly-discovered to- 
getherness within the scattered family of Christ. 

Beyond this, Christian eyes turn to Evanston 
because it affords the best hope that the measure 
of Christian unity now existing can be greatly 
strengthened and made far more effective in 
relation to the world. 

It would be only a disservice to claim for the 
World Council more than the actualities jus- 
tify. It is new, with only six years of official 
existence. The sectarian spirit, the nationalistic 
spirit, the racialistic spirit still compete with the 
ecumenical spirit. But not all the exclusiveness 
of sectarianism, not all the extremes of na- 
tionalism, not all the narrowness of racialism 
have been able to prevent a world-wide or- 
ganized fellowship of churches from coming 
into being. 

That there are severe tensions within this 
world-wide community today is to be frankly 
admitted. It could not be otherwise at a time 
when the society in which the churches are set 
is so strained and so close to open rupture. But 
in the face of all the tensions, the World Coun- 
cil still remains intact and gains in strength. 
That is a near-miracle. 

In order to see the Evanston Assembly in a 
true perspective it is important to recall that it 


[5] a 


takes place only forty-four years after the 
of the ecumenical gatherings—the world 
sionary conference at Edinburgh in 1910. Mé 
and women are still living who were pre 

at that starting-point of the ecumenical mo 
ment as we know it today. How little could 
of them then foresee that within their ¢ 
lifetime there would come to be a World 
cil of Churches, officially constituted by 
different churches in 48 different countries ¢ 
pledged (as was said at their first assembly 
Amsterdam in 1948) to “stay together” 
allegiance to one Lord and Saviour while se 
ing the still larger unity that He wills for 
Church. 

Two tasks, not easily combined, confront t 
Assembly at Evanston. The first is to mainte 
and deepen the fellowship that already exis 
The second is to bear witness, as clearly and 
unitedly as is possible, to the meaning of Chr 
for the world today. In trying to speak t 
world, an assembly made up of groups 
different social environments and differe 
derstandings of Christian duty faces al 
unimaginable difficulties. But the very fa 
the diversity lends additional significance 
whatever they are able, under the guidan 
the Holy Spirit, to speak together as a 
of guidance for our time. 

The central theme of the Assembly, “Christ 
the Hope of the World,” focusses attentio 
the greatest need of the world today: Wh 
our true hope to be found? As the report 
this main theme points out, all sorts of se 
hopes are being offered as if they could save 
world—such hopes as those fostered by sci 
by Marxism, by democratic humanism, by 1 
tionalism. Above all these inadequate or i 
sory hopes the report sets the hope which ] 
its ground in God and the assurance of © 
Kingdom. It is a Kingdom which already exi 
in some measure, because Jesus Christ has co: 
into the world. And it is a Kingdom whid 
fully to be, because the final triumph is in 
hands. If the Evanston Assembly can help 
reawaken that hope and show what it means 
will serve our generation well. : 


